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Biographical Synopsis
I received a B.A. with Honors from the University of Virginia, A.M. and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois. I have conducted basic and applied research in cognitive psychology, individual differences, psychological testing, and human abilities, and on the nature of adolescent and adult learning, skill acquisition, selection, training, abilities, personality, and motivation. I co-edited three books on individual differences and a book on cognitive fatigue. Contributions include information processing and abilities in skill learning; ability and motivational determinants of learning and performance; ability, personality, and interest traits; and an integrated approach to adolescent and adult intellectual development. I am a Fellow of six divisions of the APA; HFES, AERA, Psychonomic Society, and a Charter Fellow of the APS. 
I have two separate major research foci: (1) individual differences in abilities, especially as they relate to basic constructs and the prediction of performance during skill acquisition; and (2) intellectual development, including cognitive, affective, and conative determinants of individual differences in knowledge. 
1. Abilities, Learning, Skill Acquisition, and Retention
I have researched understanding and prediction of individual differences in task performance for tasks that have a non-trivial degree of motor involvement. I have also addressed theory of individual differences in performance during skill acquisition and addressing the nomological network of cognitive abilities.  I have focused on skill decay after a period of non-use, and optimal procedures for re-skilling.
2. Adult intellectual development
The objective of this program is to better understand the nature of intellectual development across the adult lifespan. This program concerns knowledge structures, that is, what adults know. Specifically, I focus on knowledge structures the relationships between knowledge structures and other traits, within an integrated framework for adult intellectual development, called PPIK -- for intelligence-as-Process, Personality, Interests, and intelligence-as-Knowledge. 
